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1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method for processing a ono to ohg the same request 
ftom a client program to multiple instances of a the same server program over a the same 
protocol, said method comprising: 

transferring said same request from said client program to flrmultiploxor m 
inteimediarv : 

generating a plurality of p^eteeel instances of said same request using said 
multiplcx e f ., intermediary, wherein each of said protocol instances of said same request 
corresponds to a different instance of said same server program; 

transferring said protocol instances of said same request fcom said multlploxor 
intermediary to said instances of said same server program; 

transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said same server 
program to said multiplexor intermediary : 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 

transferring said uniform response to said client program. 

2. (Cnxxently Amended) The method in claim I, further comprising specifying target 
instances of said same server program to fomi a fan out target list, to which said protocol 
instances of said same request will be transferred. 

3. (Original) The method in claim 1, wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses. 

4. (Original) The method in claim 3, wherein said operation comprises one of listing 
said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of 
said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said 
responses^ and averaging said responses. 



5. 



(Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 , wherein said multipl 



intermediary automaticaUy creates said ppe*eeel instances of said 



same request. 
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6. (Cmrently Amended) The method in claim I , wherein said client program, said 
mstfifiee^ said sanie server program, and said saine protocol are not modified by said 
method. 

7. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said unified response has an instance 
coiresponding to said client program. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of processing ft ihe same request from a client 
program to multiple instances of a the same server program over a the same protocol, said 
method comprising: 

modifying said same request to create multiple instances of said same request, 
each of said protocol instances of said same request corresponding to a single instance of 
said same server program; 

transferring said protocol instances of said same request to corresponding ones of 
said instances of said same server program; and 

modifying and combining responses to said same request from said instances of 
said same server program to create a unified response. 

9. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein a multiplex -^ an intermediary alters 
said same request to comply wi th each instance of said same server program. 

10. . (Currently Amended) The method in claim 9, wherein said multiplexor 
intermediary automatically creates said pf&teeeJ instances of said same request 

11 . (Currently Amended) Tlie method in claim 8, fiirthcr comprising specifying target 
instances of said same server program to form a fan out target list, to which said protooet 
instances of said same request will be transferred. 

12. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
opemtion to combine said responses. 
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13. (Original) The method in claim 12, wherein said operation comprises one of 
listing said responses, aggregating $aid responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 8, wherein said client program, said 
iMtonccsofsaid smie server program, and said same protocol are not modified by said 
method. 



1 5. (Original) The method in claim 8, v^rherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

1 6. (Cuirently Amended) A method of using a computer program to process i ono to 
Qfie the same request from a client program to multiple instances of a the same server 
program over a the same protocol, said method comprising: 

using said computer program to transfer said §ame request from said cUent 

program to a multiplcjtor a n intermediflry: 

using said computer program to generate a plurality of ^F^teeel instances of said 

same request using said multiplojior intermedin , wherein each of said pFetocol instances 

of said same request corresponds to a different instance of said ^me server program- 
using said computer program to transfer said p rotocol instances of said same 

request from said multiplcxot^imermediary to said instances of said same server program; 
using said computer program to transfer a plurality of responses fix>m said 

instances of said same server program to said maltiplexor intennediarv: 

using said computer program to convert said responses to a uniform response; and 
using said computer program to transfer said uniform response to said client 
program. 

17. (Currently Amended) The: method in claim 16, further comprising using said 
computer prog^ to specify target instances of said ^ server progitun to form a fan 
out target list, to which said same request will be transferred. 
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1 8. (Original) The method in claim 16, wherein said using said computer program to 
convert comprises using said computer program to select an operation to combine said 
responses. 



19. (Original) The method in claim 18, wherein said operation comprises one of 
listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said multiploxor 
intermediary automatically creates said protocol instances of said same request. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said client program, 
inotoncQo of said instances of said server program, and said same protocol are not 
modified by said computer program. 

22. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

23. (CuirenUy Amended) A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly 

embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perfonn a method for 

processing a «»-(=eMefle thesgne request from a client program to multiple instances of a 

thesaine server program over a thesanis protocol, said method comprising: 

transferring said saine request from said client program to a multiplcxoi^ 
intemiediarv? 

generating a plurality of protocol instances of said sgffie request using said 
gHritipW -intennediary , wherein each of said preM instances of said saine request 
coiresponds to a different instance of said saiss server program; 

transferring said f^^ieeel instances of said same request from said m^pis^ 
in t eimediaiy to said instances of said same server program; 
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transferring a plurality of responses fix,m said instances of said same server 
program to said multiplexor i ntermediary : 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 
transferring said uniform response to said client program. 

24. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, further comprising 
specifying target instances of said same server program to form a fan out target list, to 
which said protocol instances of said request will be transfeixed. 

25. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said converting 
comprises selecting an operation to combine said responses. 

26. (Original) The program storage device in claim 25, wherein said operation 
comprises one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said 
responses, preparing a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, 
identifying a minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

27. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said 
multiplcHcor intermedia ry automatically creates said p r - otocol instances of said same 
request. 

28. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said client 
program, saM inotancos of said instances of said same server program, and said same 
protocol are not modified by said method, 

29. (Original) Tlie program storage device in claim 23, wherein said unified response 
has an instance corresponding to said client program. 

30. (Currently Amended) A multipIojcor - An interm^ tf» y for processing a one to one 
Sesame request from a client program to multiple instances of a the same server 
program over a thesame protocol, said multiplojcor i ntermediarv comprising: 
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a converter for generatmg a plurality of preteeel instances of said same request, 
wherein each of said protocol instances of said saxae request corresponds to a different 
instance of said same server program; and 

a response combiner for converting said responses to a uniform response. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The multiplojcor i ntennediarv in claim 30, wherein said 
response combiner selects an operation to combine said responses. 

32. (Currently Amended) The multiploator intermediary in claim 3 1 , wherein said 
operation comprises one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said 
responses, preparing a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, 
identifying a minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

33. (Currently Amended) The m.ultipto3COr intermediary in claim 30, wherein said 
converter automatically creates said protocol instances of said same request upon receipt 
of said same request. 

34. (Currently Amended) The i ^ltipl e jcor intermediary in claim 30, wherein said 
client program, paid inotanoois of said same server program, and said same protocol are 
not modified by said multiploxor i ntermediary . 

35. (Currently Amended) The multiplo?cor intermediary in claim 30, wherein said 
unified response has an instance corresponding to said client program. 
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